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 1 Under no circumstances may nuclear weapons or other instruments of mass 
slaughter be used for the purpose of destroying population centers or other predominantly 
civilian targets. Popes have repeatedly condemned "total war" which implies such use. For 
example, as early as 1954 Pope Pius XII condemned nuclear warfare "when it entirely escapes 
the control of man," and results in "the pure and simple annihilation of all human life within the 
radius of action."(Pius XII, "Address to the VIII Congress of the World Medical Association," in 
Documents of the World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church (Geneva and 
Rome: 1982), p. 131.   The condemnation was repeated by the Second Vatican Council.  (See 
Gaudium et spes 80:3)(“Any act of war aimed indiscriminately at the destruction of entire cities 
of extensive areas along with their population is a crime against God and man himself. It merits 
unequivocal and unhesitating condemnation”). 
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 2 Office of Publishing and Promotion Services, United States Catholic Conference, 
Washington, D.C., 1983 – Publication No. 863-0 

 3 This document can be seen online at: http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/harvest.htm  

 4 The Papal Encyclical can be seen at: 
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_xxiii/encyclicals/documents/hf_j-
xxiii_enc_11041963_pacem_en.html 

 5 In the 1993 reflection, the National Council of Catholic Bishops acknowledged 
that non-violence is also a valued tradition with the Roman Catholic Church, which like the just 
war doctrine “offer[s] significant moral insight.” 
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 6It should also be noted that the actual number of rockets fired at Israel between July 
2005 and September 2006 exceeded 800. 

 7In fact, Israel took possession from the Shebaa Farms area from Syria – not Lebanon – 
during the 1967 War.  
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 8On the other hand, the most prominent prisoners Hezbollah is trying to free include two 
well known terrorists and an Israeli citizen who admitted to spying for Hezbollah.  

 9This is in marked contrast to the captured Israeli soldiers Hamas and Hezbollah would 
exchange them for. The Israeli soldiers were kidnaped while on Israeli soil. They are being held 
prisoner without cause and without charge and they have not been seen or heard from since their 
abduction. 
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 10Fr. Moore’s chronology is in error here. Gilad Shalit was kidnaped by Hamas on June 
25, not July 12. 
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 11In fact, there is virtually no Jewish population in Lebanon. 
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 12Evidence of Hamas’s desire to destroy Israel can be seen here: 
http://www.camera.org/index.asp?x_context=7&x_issue=20&x_article=1075 
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 13In its June 5, 2006 editorial titled “Truth from Surprising Places” the magazine reports 
the following: “Since becoming president in June 2005, Ahmadinejad has made threatening 
overtures toward Israel, saying that it must be ‘wiped off the map.’ Iran also clearly appears to be 
pursuing enrichment of uranium not simply for power, as allowed by international law, but for 
weapons, and is restricting the International Atomic Agency’s ability to investigate.” 
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 14See Aug. 14 editorial titled “Gaza’s Summer Rains” written by Fr. Moore.   
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In an October 2 editorial entitled “Unending War,” the staff at America once again places the 
state of Israel under its highly selective “ethical” microscope as they comment on Israel’s use of 
cluster bombs in the last days of the war with  Hezbollah.  But rather than articulating a 
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Using the emotionally charged rhetoric of “ethnic cleansing,” to attack Israel for its use of cluster 
bombs, while simultaneously ignoring Hezbollah’s use of these same weapons on a civilian 
population, seems to reveal America’s true motive here -- the stirring up of anti-Israel animus. 
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